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MERCER: 


Fatal Extravagares, 


F all the Follies and Vices 
” incidental to mankind, ' 
none can be deem'd more 
Contemptively Erroneous 
than that of Living beyond 
- our Fortunes, and running 
1 into expetifive Dignities, ſuperior to the 
Sphere of Life, in which Providence Has 
placed us. The World has been, and daily 
continue to be convinced of the truth of 
this aſſettion, yet ſo prevalant is this Folly, 
I may call it even a Crime, ) that either thro! 
weaknefs of Wee, or ill placed Am- 


1 2 dition, 
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bition, v y re ir three parts cf the World 
| - «re guilty of it to their own $4; 448 ad 
38 thoſe whom they are concern d with. 


The following Sheets, contain 4 genuine 
Account of an unhappy infſtarice cf this kind, 
and it's fatal con ſequences, 
leave to hope may happily preuent any fu- 
ture Ills of this Nature And to? Hiſtories 
are ſo commonly made the Entertainment 


equally regarded, and paſt by, by the Reader 
only 26 aſous, but this Narrative, has a 
Claim to Reflection, as it Unfortunately 
Hhappen'd' in the Reign of King Charles the 
Fit, and was the ruin of two worthy Fa- 
mille, Whole B. ranches are ſtill in being; 
one of whom gave «me a ſufficient Account 
as give them b Tradition, and are now 


the In Kferetion of their Anceſtors. 


* 


{Ji the foremention'd. Reign there was a 
Gentleman whoſe nam< was s Weſton, a wor- 
thy Perſon of a large Eſtate near the Ch- 
ty "of Canterbury, who had been Father of 
K 1 en. but it -pleaſed Heaven to 
| deprive 


"which give me 


of the Publick, that Truth and Falſehood ars 


notwithſtanding the length of Time ſince 
the dreadful event ,» unhappy Sufferere, thro. 


A os 
deprive him of all, except one Daughter his 
aal born, on whom he beſtow'd all that a 
fond Fater could, to make her a perfectly 
Accompliſh'd young Lady: As ſhe was 
heireſs to a very conſiderable Eſtate, Mr. 
Weſton was relolv'd to Qualify her in ſuch a 
manner, as to double the value of her For- 
tune, by inſtilling into her Mind, ' ſuch Prin- 
ciples as would not only ſecure her own . 
Happineſs, but that of the Perſon who ſhould 
be deſtin'd her Partner for Life. © 

Her beauly; Merit and Fortune, from fif- 
teen Years of Age, aſſembled a numerous 
train of Admirers, but as her heart was 
not affected by any of them till ſhe was above” 
ſeventeen, her Father would not inſiſt on 
Union with any. till he had met with the 
Man ſhe thought ſhe could be truly happy 
with; rather preferring his Daughter” s Peace / 2 
of Mind than her intereſt; as he could make 
a worthy Husband entirety eaſy in point of 
Circumſtances, whom gratitude as well as 
Love. wou'd he conceiv d, compel him to 
uſe his Child well not only by the Poſſcflion 
ofa blooming Amiable Creature, but recetv- _ 
ing an Advantage ot Fortune, the want f 
which, has too often made way for a Fool, 8 
while a Man of Scale, has been deprived of 
3 An 
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+ as 
an Opportunity of tenderly making amends for 


that Deficiency, . 
Eh 
£ nong the _ of Mr. Wefion's ac- 
quaintance he was Viſited by one Mr. Dennis 
ar old Friend of bis, a great Goldſmith in 
Laa bard. Street, this Gentleman“ Intimacy 
EN ite d hizzz to take with him to Canterbury, 
his only Son, aecompany'd with his Daugh- _ 
te, an >grecable young Lady; and a ſchool. 
fehowof Mils #2fon's, as he had a very great 
Friendſhip for her F ather, he heartily wiſh'd 
an alliance between the two Families, and as 
the two Ladies had contracted a very 
great Eſteem tor each other, he thought his 
Daughter might kindly become her Brother's 
Advccate, but that — entirely needleſs, for 
the Moment Miſs Veßon and young Dennis 
met they received a Reciprocal Tenderneſs, 
tho each was ignorant of the effect of their 
Interviews at that time; and fecretly Lan · 
guiſn'd for each other, till Miſs Fefor in her 
ptivate Conferrences with Mifs Dennis, inno- 
- cently artleſly diſcover'd the paſſion ſhe had for 
her Brother, who had not bail be fore that 
time to make an open Declaration to his Siſter 
of the tond Hggard he eonceiv'd at firſt 1 5 


+ #1 


for, her . agreeable Friend: This did not ſong 
remain a Secret in the Family, for Miſs Den- 
nis immediately inform'd her Pappa, who 
2 communicated the Affair to Mr We/en, and 
in ſhort with all due regard to the modeſt 
Fears of the Enamour'd young Lady, the old 
Gentleman contriv'd very ſpeedily to Crown 
the happy Lover's wiſhes, by a Publick So- 
lemnization of their Nuptials at Canterbury 
Cathedral. | "mY 


In a ſhort time after, Mr. Dennis Set up 
his Son in a Silk Mercer's Shop, giving him 
a Fortune of four thouſand Pounds, in ready 
= Caſh, beſides Two thouſand more in Stock. 


Tho' this was a genteel Fortune, 'twas un- 
equal to the young Lady's; whoſe Father 
gave her on the Day of Marriage, ten Thou- 
ſand Pounds in Bank Notes, and at his Death 
left her ten Thouſand more. 1 


Ina few Weeks after the young Couple. 
were married, they open'd a very Grand Shop 
in the City, and Mr, Dennis placed with 
his Son as his Foreman one Mr. Arnold an 
gelderly diſcreet Man, who had ſerv'd in that 
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Capacity with young Denniss maſter, who 


a 


off Trade and retir'd into the Country, ” 


U 1 


having acquired a Competent Fortunęngleft 


Mr. Arnold was a worthy Man, egg 
a very large Family, and meeting with mis- 
fortunes in Trade, was in his early Days ſo 


ſo unhappily reduc'd; as to be oblig'd to 


throw up his Buſineſs, that without Scan al 
or reproach he might do Juſtice to his Credi- 
tors, tho' he himſelf ſuffered greatly, from 
many to whom he had laigely intruſted his 
Goods, for very conſiderable ſums, | 


"But as he was a Man of aknokt unprece- 


Ltd Principles of honour, he rather choſe 
to lead a life of ſervitude, than meanly buffet 


with ill fortune, to o ſupporrar at bene a broken 
$6 . 


Wong Dennis receiv'd his inftreRionl in 


Trade from Mr. Arnold, who tutor'd him 


in ſo gentle a Manner, it occaſion'd a great | 


Regard and Fenn on both ſides, and 


gave the good Man ſuch a power over Dennis 
that He ſtrictly adher d to what he adviſed vor 


Hope, and thought himielf under a cer- 
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tain obligation to p ne Reſpe due to 

Father, and was as feartul, of Ofteodine tie 
Frachip of the one. as 20 ann tlie 

Commands « of the other. 6.294 Cit 2129808 fon 
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aht uy 5 Time which — « fourth, al 
ſtrange and unaccountable — wrought 3 
fatal change in the diſpoſition of this thought- 
leſs young man, who inſtead of following the 
worthy examples of his. induſtrious frie hd, ſoon 
after bis vis father had ſettled. him in ſuch : 

a manner, ag enabled him in a few years to 
acquire an immenſe; fortune; he grew tired 
of buſineſs, 42 too fopd of every pleaſurable _ 
expence that -ould poſſibly Conſpire to effect 
his ruin, and deſtroy his fame; the firſt ſtep 
towards his de ſtruction was to fet up an equi- 
page, and furniſh both his town and country | 
houſe ſuitable to the dignity of a man of qua- 
lity ; as the family increaſed as it did everx 
year by the birth of a child, additional * 
vants were provided, .and every, needful, * 
e was ſwell d; into a ane, 3 


Among the reſt of the follies he run into 
the encouragement of a ſet of hangers on. 


who made him their dai. y br. ad, was not the 
leaſt; 


B bo. Ap | 


| he would wait upon him Himſelf i in 4 
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li $4 hs. Arnold perceiving his! Hattert wy 
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And the only virtue that remained. taint, 
ed in him, was g tender fohdne fg Fw b Gf if. 
and. children, which indeed 81 a N in: 

doubted ddaim to; the ams f. for her Wy. 
mon merit in rega rd to her hüsband, and kn 


World in general, the other from their inot> 
ended ihnosence. ann e fa 


% enn: Adgnecr ing bog vor; 11 


| wuin, took upon him to uſect ie Priveledge - 
|| firiendthip, to Warn of 'the*Ureadful cone: 
|] _ quences of perſiſtidg 10 4 en 8 . 
i Evvnleof life, but he bad We rde ie 


fad him cold and "ubwilling'to Hear or regard 


|| the tender NY he Frequently ads 
1 £ ale aß t 4 tit — th 4 
| | X 211 i writ} of {OT * * bn \ 


At dat Ne. Denaii wWhò was ea e. wer 1 

for A journey to his is country | houſe ofie morg-!- 
ing, rang the bell, at which ſumbions 4 

youth who was a turn-over Apprentice to him 

juſtantly a ed aud recei vd dn order from 

ninter for Me. Arnold to ſend him u 4 


bill or cath; for fifty pounds, inſtead of the 
g Y Money Mr. Arnold ſent ; his reſpects. and t hat 
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e which Me a Rat he lk irt) inp” 
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ik il bono dmg, td 
vy t man ma apprentice. 
bg Arnola, enter'd 7 — Mr. 
Dew: ,perceiv'd, the marks of real ſorrom i 

his co ntenance, which hock'd him, but he 
Ault nen to hide jt from the other, and 
de manded the money, upon which Mr. A. 
told ook'd at him very ſedfaſtly, fetch d & 
deep figh, defir'd pip to look oyer thoſe ac+ 
compts.. and judge, how much reaſon he had 
to ſuppoſe, that tWas poſſible for him to ex- 
ꝑect ſuch a draught to be anſwer d. and after. * 
ſhewing him the accounts which he knew: hs 
would himſelf inſpect, he ſat down by bim, 
and with an almoſt broken heart, ae 
ee the ſtameful miſery he had m 

11 ot WP. and thus addreſsd him 


in . 4.0116 bl EON 101 153 i 


us "Tis now Sir, the / ſeven. year af. your 


marriage, Six of which you have eruelly ſpent 
in the Perpretation of your ruin; your wife's 
fortune and your OWN, With Yon⁰ν Rock in 
trace. inc laß ve, is lav iſſſly vatßed ia —— 
gances, far hey nd your right to run into had 
yon heen, poſſeis d. of double! the ſum ; and 
give me leave to add, chat the figute you have 


B 4 mad 


made in life, has given ſuch. c — 9 5 to, peo- 


parts of your euſtomets; and far ther 


in vom put yourtelF .pOn a footing wit 
them, Wwhoafe kind enbugh to lay our that 


able pleaſures, and unneceffiry grandevr ; 
tis true Sir, the character of a Gentleman Kalt 1 
never be degraded by being a worthy tradelS | 
tun into thote exceſſes which even a man = 
tation of his fortune: Pardon me Sir, for Ae 


feel for yourſelf and family, enforces me to 


er —_ ach e 


[ 2 1 
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Ple of ſuperior fortiines, ft bas föft you three 


3 


intorm you fir, thoſe Per ſo} ho can afford 
to lay out large ſums in 1 "hop, will na- 
turally think it a high plece of pteſump ti 70 


with you fort à ſup pport, which you baſely and 
loxuriouſly de in needleſs and unwarrant- 


man but then the ict Has no i; ght to 


Quality'maſt/blaſh at if he exceeds the lim 


painful friendly liberty, but the concern I 
tell you . rains 12 are abſo- 
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Miro s ys 0 aff hwer ee mene 
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eie prove iſſe truth of his friends 
aſſertion and conſervently remained ſilent ſor | 
_ tome __ at N his: 2 he 
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Mrs. 
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Arnold to conceal the dreadful ſitua tion of his 
affpirs, from Mrs Dennis, who was entirely 


her $0.th 
tho” tha 
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ſhall I'do? the 


1 


. 
broke througb-his,coofaliony,..jngreatiog Mrs | 


to FRM bel with my. Sſter to M godford wheig) 


we propoſe to, femain ti Il alter Chriſtmas) 


dut the concern, I. juſtly labour undet renders: 
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XC 


e „ wi 1 he 422 1130 * 4h Pp to, her ſot not 89 
ing ung g 18 * 2 SOTIRUBD 7 12447 781 5s 


9:62 2% 03, [; S({103 od A 1 
Mr. Arngtd, overjoy'd...to find be had. 
wrought ſuch ap. effect on bis mind, prop 
led a is utmalt endeay r t9,ioften the, 
1 th his fortung,, and; find an exeuſg to 

Ire. Denjus, that ſhould appear {9 playhble? 
ſhe ſhould go to her country houſe withquyher;i 
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peufe er che leat fache * 
i _ detain'd Hin” "T9801 e ki 
— V 191 1125 =W Of Re gal.” 217 oi Fr 18 j 
tie had Lace 16a bis mater Tis 1. ww, 
man Mrs. Deni enters the form, and 
with ber üſual fveetnefs of temp pet, fondly 
failing ow her husband, tenderly ace te bim 
5 of delay; informing hit the ved Had wait 
ed a confifcrable time and the little Pratlers 
wWeaſted with ' impatience for Papa to mount 
j and ſer forward to Woodford. —_ 5 7 i 
ꝙ nin 297 RAe 
Kl bl who was thus aa a 
valuable friend, to prevent his friend's cha. 
ton, directly told her, he Was fearful His ma- 
ier muſt follow her, for de ad recciv'd a let- 
ter to inform bin Mr. Eagetvorrb who was 4 8 
Merchant, and 'betroth'd o Mifs Dennis, a 
n arriv'd from the Buder, at Graveſend, 
and lay there dangeroufly ill, and e 
Mr. Dennis to come forthwith, to fettle fome 
aMairs between the! in regard to himſelf and 
his Siſter , but intreated a concealment of the 
ne s J. 40 Wil. Denis, YN tur Ty 1958 . 
1 more than life) til either e * 
n ſtiould: ne ir necollary for 
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Mrs. Dennis. taſily credited che recorty fo 


teftihed'a fincere cong cern for: the news, faiths 
full promiſing to. keep 8 ſecret: from hen 
Siſter, and carne 1y 8 5. her Husbang, t 
follow her in the vunolt Expedition... 1 


He led. her. to. the. An 18 leaves 
whey ſhe was gone, Ms. 98800 ee him, 
151 highly proper for him to abſcond, pi ; 

proving to him, his perſon; was in, danger 
155 remain'd at home a day loagec; z adding 
that he had from time to time put off his 
Creditors, partly with. diſtributing; money, 
and'partly by fair. promiſes, but that the de. 
memes were 0 Q great, the caſh, was exhauſted, 5 
and their paticnce. ae guts theteforg Sir, 

Gt: (aid ban f me, ad viſe. you, as your harſes! 
are. now ready, leave the Servamts at home, 
wh o were. ready. io attend: vou, and take Me. 

8 tam with you. meaning th= Apprentice), 
vou know he is an honeſt youth, and loves 
; 555 too N. to betray any truſt you gepoſtyin 
bim, and tho' I bave endeavour'd to conceal 
Your 1 N. pg. common from. him. as 
much? 0 poſſible, yet his conflant aſſiduity ag 
his bu iaeſs, has. laid open ta him as. much as 
Fe conyinc es he that all is not right 
oY 0 
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51 
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tho' he modefliy conceals by even the mot 
diſtant hints even to me, that he knows any 
thing of the matter, but his grateful” hearr, 
hourly obliges him to remember your, kindly 
preventing him A Hl eing turtd over to Mr. 
php who woyld ave Pane hi life hate- | 
far Him, as to His Other 4 ppreniti ices ; and 
thinks he can never ſufficiently * repay 5 85 
bngation y ou confer d on him, by your 1935 
act ptation of him, do ferye” the remaining 
part of his time With you. e eee 3 
ag. to 12g mn 0) 51777 mort -s n 607 
No Sieg added Mr. oll, "Wherever you 
aſe to go, or-whatever you think proper 
ben fie, -y6u may ſafely truſt bim with, 
and i'm certain he Will with"the emit 6 fide 
nty communicate it to me, who will ma 11210 F 
mp immediate buſienſs, 0 ume l 0 
Creditors and if poſſibſe gain time e by, | 
benen conduct to en rieye al all yet. | 
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aeg wer bal re rell d therme apo it was 
7 near 
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near town for- expedition s ſake, Mr. Dennis 
concluded to. make that houſe his . > 
till he heard what cogreſs Mr. Arnold had 
mate in his affairs in London; according! y 
William was diſpatch'd home toinform. Mr. 
Arnold where his maſter refided; and conti- 
nued for three day 8 before he heard from his ; 


CT * =. 


time, to bring the creditors to a Contipoſttion 
but in vain; the extravagant courſe of Life 
Mr. Dennis had led, and” bearing himſelf 
with a lolty pride. by ſcarcely bargaining 
but referring it to Servants, had ſo exaſpera- 


ted them, they were reſolved to put the Law 


in force againſt him to the ined extremity z 
and accordingly one morning the Shop had 
not deen open above half an hour, before 
Goods enter'd an execution Ws Body : and 
Goo . 


All that Mr. Eee could 901 in this's ws © = 
tremity was to ſend poor afflicted ie 
with the 3 LOT, 
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7 Need not apologize for my filence theſe three 
Days pa}, as 1 have been carefully emplay'd 
ll. oith the firifteft diligence to accommodate your 
affair; which was the only motive for my keep- 


25 
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*- grer Wilkam, whoſe buſineſs it was to keep at 
I GSome, while I was encountering a ſet of inexo- 

Table wretches, who notwithfanding their good 
opinion of me, was deaf to all I propos d: But 


I alas! bow ſball J expreſs the Grief e, heart I 


ain in being oblig'd to excite the ſame di- 


Fel in you? By informing you, your effetts 


wee this day fiez'd on, and your perſon equally 
Fable, bad not you taken my advice by. your 


= ton Leanpoſibly receive in this dreadful exi- 
gence : I am under ſuch confuſion and concern 


J 

* 

'Þ © 

| 1 

— * 

7 1 e 
5 

4 F 

7 . 

= 


” 


ly Meſenger 
„ FT — 2 ; 


0 
918 * 8 s * L 
4 3 3 > % 4 
| þ A : * a 
7 © 5 4 : : : a . . 1 . n 
#: 7 + 1 * . &. ÞV 7 , pu o £ — 
* 2 l - Lo — - 
3 9 
1 4 f FT 
AS * * 3 * a 8 1 4 7 
4 . 4 * 4 — 17 * 4 2 — N 
1 | 1 
27H 
» 


+ 


ing you in ſuſpence, as I could not part from 


Preſent concealment, which is the only conſola- 


1 1 r li. 1 1 i FY a 


I can only injoin you to ſend back the melanc ho- 


# 1 Your truly Afflicted and Obedient Servant, 


Samuel Arnold 
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"IF 8. my miſtreſs ſent the Gre 0 
ua the reaſon of your abſence, but I fram'd 
ſuch an excuſe in it ſhe can't in the leaſt ſuſ- 
pect the occaſion, and I am inform'd” your 
Father is going down to morrow on particu- 
lar Bufinels to you, but what it is I am you! to 
learn Pon . 

Mr. Dennis for ſome few wag re- 
main'd unable to expreſs his grief but by his 
looks, andthe poor faithful Boy, who brought 
the unwelcome News, was equally incapable 


of uttering his coticern; till a flood of tears ©. 


the dictates of his honeſt heart iſſued from his 
eyes, and tenderly convinc'd Mr. Dennis of 
the anguiſh of Soul, the generous Youth ens 


I dud 7 wet wreck q W of his Es 


maſter. 

Mr Detinii could not collect himſelf (of 
ciently to write, and only fent the lad hack a- 
gain to Mr. Arnold with his thanks for his 
care and concern, affiiring him that his only 
hope Was death for his relief; with this ode 
disjointed. N the youth return'd to Hs. 
don, | 
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| Mr. Arnold. was once red bot not much 

furpriz d, a5 he conſidered the dreadful Agita- 

tion of. Miod, this ungreatful Man muſt na- 

turally feel, from the refult of his ungoverna- 

ble Folly. r "WI | 


1 In this tntervel of time, Mr. Dennis Er 
= ſent word to his Daughter, that he thould 
pay ber a viſit, and bring with him a per- 
ſion, whom he laid wou' d be no unwelcome 
1 Gueſt to the Family in General, but not 
mentioning who it was, they could not con- 
LcLebire who it ſhould be. however at the time 
appointed, Mr. Dennis arrived at Woodford, 
accompanied by his worthy Friend Mr. 

Eagewortb, = naturally on his arrival 
paid his Arlt compliments to his intended 
"Father in Law, who inform'd, him his be 

loved Harriet was gone to his Brothers 
| | Count Houſe to paſs the Chriſtmas there, 
and chat if his impatient Deſire to ſee his 
betroth'd, | Spouſe could hold out till the day 
following, - would with pleaſure attend 
+ him thither: Mr. Edge wort hb was oblig d in 

Complaiſance to = Dennis, to wait a 

few Hours, which the fond Imagination of 
* * Lovers lengthen into Ages: How- 


ever, away they went next Morning, and 
5 to 


ww _ wu FT rw tone ene Cie andy 


( 1 ) 


to the inexpreſſible Surprize of Mrs. Den- 7 5 
nis and her Siſter, (rom various motives, 


who ſhould the behold but Mr. Fdgeworth 
Mrs, Dennis did not know whether ſhe _ 
ſhould Congratulate him on his RY 

his Health, as well as his return to Zngland,, 
ae ſhe ſaw nothing in his Countenance that 
bore the leaſt Appearance of the violent 


and dangerous Indiſpoſition deſcribd by . 


Mr. Arnold, what to think ſhe know got, 
but the poor Lady began to grow exceſſive- 
ly uneaſy, when upon asking her Father | 


in Law, when ſhe ſaw Mr. Dennis, who © 


replied not for ſeveral Pays paſt, but con- 
cluded to have found him with her; and 


farther enquiring how long Mr. Edgeworth 
had been | landed, and 7 —— .inform'dbus 


the day before, the began to be extreamly. 


| uneaſy, as Mr. Arnold's Letters to her, had. 


been Rill, a Confirmation of his being wit 
the very Gentleman who was then preſent;. . 
and fo far from ſtopping at Graveſend, they 

never quitted the Ship till, they got to 
Deptford, where ſhe. then lay: Mrs. Depnis 

retir'd to write, during which Time Mr. 
Edgeworth renew d his Addreſſes to Miſs 
Harriet, and the Sunday followings. was 


fix d for tho Wedging: The, Generous Lover 


F, made 


$: 
4 
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mn « a voyage exttaordinaty fo make himlelf 
a more acceptable mateb for the young Lady 
and happily ſucceeded in his. deſign, by bring- 
ing home in his laſt adyenture, as much as 
i conipleared with what he had got before, 


 difpatch'd a ſervant to London, with all ima- 
Sinable haſte, and tho? full of diſtracted 


| | Yo thoughts on het -Husband's account, behaved. 


| with infinite good Breeding, and as mucti 
* ſeeming chearfülueſs as her anxious thoaglts 
could poſtibty admit, band | is 


edv 21 


| 1 | Moſt diſconſolate condition at Blackheath, 
and reflecting on the forrow he knew his poor 


ml Kim almöſt diſtracted; in the violence of his 
ce agony he had been two or three times over- 
beard by his Landlord to exclaim againſt 
= himſelf, and urge the heniouſneſs of his ctime 
in the ſtrongeſt Terms, and vowing ven 


all dreaitful effects _ me are”, | bg 
_ 6 Wo AD 3 


(A Thirty Thouſand Pounder. Mrs. Dennis 
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The unbappy Mr. Dennis pid in 


0 Þ Wife muſt endure when ſhe ſhould become 
WH acquainted with his miſerable Circumſtances 
and the pain of ſeparation from her, drove 


Wen geance on himſelf, for being the cruel Author 
of thoſe Ills he was too ſenfible his dear Wife 
and little innocents too ſoon would feel the 


ps 0 23 5 


The Landlord to whom he Aeg h him 
ſelf a ſtranger broke in upon bis Grief, and 


greatly apologizing for his intruſion, bepged 


> 0 „ OL. 


nis permiſſion to endeavour to aſſuage the ex- 
tremity of his uneaſineſs, by unfolding the 
real cauſe of his, aſſuring him to the extent 
of his Power, he would be of ſervice to him, 
at the ſame time giving him to underſtand he 
was no ſtranger to his Perſon ; This alarmed 
Mr. Dennis as he wiſhed to be concealed, and 
telling the Landlord-as he had the advantage 
of him, begged to know when and where he 
became acquainted with bim, upon which 
the other withdrew, and in about ten minutes 
ſent in the following L. Letter, directed to Me. 
Dex. | Pri | 


» 4 7 


8: 1 R, | T0 - ap 
A Lem affared cho, you are pak ber 
come an unfortunate Man, I am con- 
vinced you are a man of hononr, and as lam 
truly concerned for an injury I did you two. 
years ago by ſtopping you upon Enfield 
Chaſe, I haveenclos'd two Bank Notes of a 
hundred Pounds each, which is the exact 
ſum Feafore'd ſrom you: My Succels on 
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the road has enabled to quit it, yet me- 
thinks I ſhould be forry Mr Dennis ſhould be 
© diftrefſed, when his natural Courage, and a 
* ſmall ſhare of reſolution may repair r his For- 


tune; as it has done t that of bus 2 2h iy 


. real Freend: 


P. S. After this Confefion of my 
« Crime and kind commiſeratn of your Di- 
© fireſs I need not Sir, enjoin you to Secrecy, 
© of fear the conſequences that might poſſi 
© bly ariſe from being in the power of FE 
$i — is not poſſeſs'd of an 28 ſhare of ho- 
* nour-” with 3 1 


, e 4 CS} 1 f 
o 8 a — 5 


On Perufal of the Teuer Mr. Be | 
was ſtruck into aſtoniſhment, and could not 


| „ > 8 ve within himſelf what Anſwer he ſhould 


make to his Landlord's advice in order to 


* tepait his fortune, for notwithſtanding 


he had run thro' various Indiſeretions; 2 
eguld not eaſily he ſubborned to part with his 
© Honeſty, and purchaſe Wealth at the ex- 
pence of Fame; or the hazard of an Igno- 
minious Death; He was too ſenſible of the 
Sorrows he Had dra un upon himſelf: and 
Family. without heaping more wretched- 
neſs upon ihe. n by an everduring Infamy, 
Fe refoce ITciyived not to liſten ta ſuch a 

5 | e flagrant 5 


* * "= 
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(' 28: ) 
flagrant: 1 piece of advice, ſo called for the 
Tee and thanked him for his concern, 
aſſuring him the, Secret; ſhould be for ever bu. : 
fied in his Boſom, but deſired him never more 
to urge the Subject, and that he would not 
be thought guilty of compounding with Fe- 
tony ; inſiſted on returning the Notes, which 
the Landlord begg ed he would. not, but the 
other inſiſted upan it, upon which the Land- 
lord as ſtreniouſly inſiſted that he would make 
his Houle his own, and as freely Command 
all that was in it; Mr. Dennis thankfully in- 
formed him that he. was obliged to him for his 
offer, but that he was. under no neeeſſity at 
that time to accept on it; while they were 
converſing poor William arrived with the ſe+ 

cond ſhocking Account, that the Creditors 


— they had even taken the Watch from 
{rs} Dennis fide; ſo the ſad: N 
vas no ae a dentet t0the whole amp | 


7 30) ft 


Ola 3 fo violent iy engl peran | 
d, he refuſed; the leaſt Aſſiſtance towards 


ughter! in Law, and behaved very tender 
wan her and Ber * as nee | 


xd ſent their emiſſaries to Wordford, and 


_— Redemption, yet pitied his anhappy; 


— — 
_ ß 


bis own Child to erideavour to forget hiths 


— — ms. a 
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—g— ——— away — 
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Gentleman was in, he order'd his Coch and 
Went away bighty diſp leaſed at his Daughter's 


— — 
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a ſtheefe regard for y young Dennis, which was 
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0 Mie Harriet took this ak he higheſt p wolf 
of his Regard to her, tho? ſhe was 1 ; he 


her Relation, and that ſhe wanted no such 


him a ſuitable return; but theſe fears did noi 
ipod tis 'generons deſign, vrhich he put in; 


<q 26: )) 


ther poſſibly could, jo treating her to 8⁰ hon 


with him and ſtrongly urged her though twas 


Hut Her fondtiefs was too powerful to liſten 
to his Advice, which in the mood the old 


_ as ec (U 


re fuſal of his 9 Mr. Edgewor th, vo hid 


greatly ſtrengthened dy che inviolate fondnels 
12 bag for bis Siſter, kindiy and generouſſy 
teiolekc te repair hie Fortune, by bringing 
his Creditors to a Compoſition, or if that fall. 
ed Re reſolved to pay his Debts; and:'give hum 
a Term of Years to ata — an Acknow- 


ſhould hazard any part of bis Fortune to ſerbe 


ſevere proofs of his Paſſion for her, for ſuch|| 
the term'd it, as it was doubtful whether it} 
would ever bei in her Brother's power to make 


N. The ome "hes, be e 


ediate 9 the moment he: 975 


4 4 , 


1 7 J | 
sto Town, and with Mr. Arnolds ene 


15 Every Creditor. way gaid + ande tall Extent, 
ER | | 15 
5 Fourteen, Then 


Mir. n — reveiving the 1 of 


rs 
ad Wandpeck. being furrounded with his Credit- 


ors, he grew deſperate and madly. and reſol- 
ved to take the Adyice of his Landlord, who 
dice&tly furniſhed him with Arms and a Horſe 
that had been trained up to that Buſineſs, and 
having diſpatched William to Mr, Arnold, he 
ſet gut and vas not heard of for two or three 
Days, in which time, Mes. Dennis, Me. Edge- 
worth, Mr. Arnold, and Miſs Harriet, went 
down to bring him, but to their great mor- 
| tification he was gone before their Arrival, 
which diſtracted his poor Wife, who had Jour 


rde med herſelf up with the hopes of being re- 


ach ftored to her —— lov'd Hutband, the Lande - 
uch lord told them it was poffible he might return 
t ii in a Day or two, befori which he did not ex- 
ke pect him, but where he was gone he was en- 


noi dien ignorant. 
t in 

go: Mr. Edgeworib prevailed on Mrs. Dennis, 
to] S0 to Town again, faithfully f 45 
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bim Deliver, Which the Gentlematv refuling. 
_ immediately ſhot him thfe yan ey 
' robbed him of à conſiderable 'Booty b. 


cn Debts; 
inrended 8561 der in Law, his Diſtraction con- 
; | 3 arge by an | inexpreſſible- height; ; 


| L 28] 


her to go every Day in ſearch till ke foupd | 


him, which he did, and in about four Days 


time Mr. Dennis retard'd' to his Landlora' S A- 
gain, and having met witk great ſuceefs in 
his new fatal Expedition, he ſet out towards 
- London, and met a Gentleman on the Road | 


within two miles of his Lodgin and withebt 
any heſitation clap d on- his Niask; add bid | 


which was a Letter Cafe all which, he beds 


haſtily off with, leaving the Deceas'd Welter. 
2. ing in Bis Blood upon the Road the Body 
ws ſon found and carried Inte the" 
| Hhuonſe to be owned, and the Horfe who'Ttood | 
= oy” nis dead Maſter, War ilſo ven thither. | j 


As Gn as Mr. Debinis got to the Mn where 1 


"A he had lodged from the time he went from 


his cn houſe; he directly ſat down to count 
ober bis Podty, which in Caſh was upwards | 


of Twenty Guineas, but on peruſing: the Eet- 


ter Caſe, and finding in it Receipts for his 
pay'd by his worthy friend and 


tb ſe 


1 * 1 


re cds no more room 14 for deliberate 
Reflection in. ſo deſperate a 


head, Wich unte Phe, and the Lindlord 


aſe, and Mad- 
nefsYaping, he .difeQly ſnap da 'Biſtol at his 


coming t that Inſtant into the Room, he was | 
ad | prevenited miking à fecond attei pt, but 
ot W within an hour wi Adi by ſore of the'Peo- 
id WY ple; Who were Feat but in ſearth' of the, Mur- 
deres. and the hovife which BE Was in, being 
nd greatly TaſpeCted 1 to be 4 Receptite” for gh - 
og | way fen, that was the firſt they routed ; nor 
de, had! they much trouble in queſt of their Man, 
er- for he directly own'd the Robery and* Murder 7s 
dy | Wenz ſurrendering 'himſelf to the rigout 'of 
it the Law, the Penalties of which! he! hought 1 
50d : 3 ney for we Crime. N 
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"Ab 8 ha ed n bis Life; ' proper care : 


J 
N 
| 


ere f was taken to prevent his Shiny ing. himſelf, 
om andias ſoon'as he Was commit ed to Newgate, 


unt a'fofficient "4 Zuatd was fer over hiun on that. 


rs | Account. 5 2 1 -* 7 4 588 
et- 5 155 17 1 „5 1 as LS. 1 1 = 
his | - Miſs Hurrlet Wat direety ſeized with a 
and dens Fever for the loſs ot an honourable 


on- Lover, barbarouſly depriv'd of Life by the 


br; hind of hes unhappy Brother, whoſe ſhume- 
ITS : — 


* 


_— 4 
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ful End anticipitated the Decrees of . 
in regard to both, and in 2 few dafs gave a 
fatal Period to that young Lady, ubof ex- 
| W in the height of Madaeks. if dv beer 


Mrs. Denais had not ſo n 2 "Reticf, Po | 
e lingered in Angviſh and Deſpair, till the 
arning der hapleis Spouſe was to be EXEGUy 
ted, durin whoſe Confinement the conſtants 
dead Bim, contrary to the e Commands 
of his and her own Father, who took the 
Children down into the Country, that they 
might not be pointed at as the unhappy Of. 
ſprings of their unfortunate Father 3. what ad- 
ded to the im moderate Grief of this Inoonſo- 
f!lable Creature, was the knowledge of her 
Hausband being Codòemned to be hung in 
gl Chains on Account ah, the Murder... 
The Nis ht before his Execution ſhe per⸗ 
ſiſted in 1575 in the Preſi Tard, on the 
Wl outfide of tl. ell, where her deſtin'd Huſ- 
veand lay; as ſoon as he was brought forth in 
1 the Morning in order to receive his Fate, with 
WL ſpeechleſs Grief ſhe fell into his Arms, with 
Wy - we ee Marks of MEH) and for, Sor 
vl | e +120 Og 


4 


row; in this chaine of ber 1770 Too 
TRIES; a 1 | 


This bocklag ans ew Tears fou 4 ai 
SpeRator, and fent the Dying Husband quite 
_ delirious to his ſhameful End. Mr. Arnold 
who at his requeſt attended his Jaſt Mometits, 
ſoon after died with Grief: And poor Nn 


gations to Mr. Dennis, grew into à ſettled. . 
Melancholly which he never overcame, the 
Parents of this unhappy Couple lived but few 
Vears after this dreadful Cataſtrophe, one re- 
tire from Buſineſs, and the other Ilanguiſh'd 
out a miſerable Life at his country ſeat, where 

he denied himſelf the benefit of Light, from 
the fatal Hour of his Daughters Death. 


This Story i is too True to be diſtruſted, or 
Diſregarded dy the Reader, or thoſe who may {|} 
hear it told; and as every Perſon who breaths 
may be liable to the ſatne dreadful Misfortune; 
tis not to be deetn'd an Offence to relate the 
ſad conſequences ariſing from IIl-plac'd pride, 
and unreaſonable Ambition. The ſtrongeſt 
Motive that could poſſibly induce me to pub- 
1 this Melancholy, was an Obſervation I 
_ have 


William the Apprentice who had many y Obli I 
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